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Welcome to the Lotus LEARN 
Sector Story. The education 
paradigm is shifting, and with this 
shift it is essential for classrooms 
and educational spaces to be 
designed for contemporary 
learning.  
Lotus provides state-of-the-art product solutions to the education sector that 
are functional, fit for purpose and look great architecturally; encouraging 
collaboration and connectedness.

We believe modern classrooms and educational spaces should inspire new ideas, 
prepare students for their future lives and encapsulate innovation.

About Lotus

Lotus is a leading supplier of adaptable space solutions for the commercial built 
environment, delivering full turn-key solutions to its customers from design, to 
manufacturing, installation and servicing.

Australian owned and made, with depots in all major capitals and an office in 
Auckland, New Zealand, Lotus has become the number one supplier of adaptive 
space systems. Lotus have been operating in Australia for over 50 years and all 
our products are designed, developed, produced and tested from a purpose built 
7,000sqm facility in Dandenong South, Victoria.

At Lotus we make it our business to be the brand leader for those who want to 
transform the way we live, learn, work and play.

We take great pride in working with the education sector to create spaces where 
students can not only perform but thrive.
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“ Schools only get one chance to build a classroom. 
It is critical that educational spaces are built for 
optimal performance to meet students and teacher’s 
needs, whilst remaining focused on providing best 
practice for teaching and learning.”  
 
- KEN MOLLOY, HEAD OF DESIGN AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT, LOTUS DOORS.

01  |  Lotus Doors LEARN Sector Story

ARCHITECT. WOODS BAGOT

ADAPT - Glas-Stax  
FineFrame



TRANSFORMING THE WAY  
PEOPLE LEARN

Lotus is committed to enhance the way people 
learn by creating the right balance between 
acoustics and flexibility in contemporary 
learning spaces. We understand the 
complexities of education design and the 
current thinking in contemporary learning 
environments. We understand the need for 
good acoustic solutions and the emerging 
pedagogical changes to education in 
Australian and New Zealand schools.

Learning is improved in flexible dynamic spaces. Research 
shows that poor acoustic standards in school environments 
can create significant barriers to learning. These barriers 
include cognitive fatigue, disconnecting and isolating, 
language development and a reduction in concentration, 
which have been shown to negatively impact the student’s 
learning outcomes and their future career prospects.1-2

According to Members of the Association of Australasian 
Acoustical Consultants (AAAC), modern learning spaces 
require higher acoustic solutions than what is often 
provided in Australian schools.2 

For people with disabilities or special learning needs, 
there are even greater acoustic requirements as students 
may have acoustic sensitivities (3). Lotus is committed 
to providing safe solutions that are compliant with the 
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA).

Traditional classrooms used to be similarly built rooms 
comprising of four solid walls and a door. Modern 
classrooms and educational spaces are following a new 
pedagogical model. They are built to be flexible and 
adaptable, where students can collaborate and learn in 
open-plan tailored spaces.
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“ The education sector 
is moving from a 
rigid ‘one size fits all’ 
approach where all 
the classrooms are 
uniformed, and desks 
are lined up facing 
forward. Mobility, 
adaptability and 
flexibility are the way 
forward and Lotus is 
committed to designing 
product solutions 
that enhance learning 
spaces.”  
 
–  DR KATE HARTIGAN, HEAD OF MARKETING AND CUSTOMER 

SOLUTIONS, LOTUS DOORS
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HOW LOTUS CAN  
SUPPORT YOU
Lotus has the capability and experience to 
successfully deliver solutions in the most 
demanding commercial environments. 
Providing complete product solutions, Lotus 
is familiar with highly complex building 
environments including universities, schools, 
childcare centres, hospitals, convention 
centres and sporting arenas. We are proud 
to be a market leader and supplier of choice 
for moving wall and sliding door systems 
nationally. 

Meeting all your needs with complete solutions, we have a 
proven record of delivering outstanding and award-winning 
projects across a range of sectors. Lotus has been at the 
forefront of Acoustic Operable Wall design in Australia 
for over 50 years. As a leading Australian manufacturer 
of Operable Walls and Acoustic Sliders for the education 
sector, Lotus is able to efficiently manufacture and install 
products exceeding relevant legislation and building 
requirements.

We have a genuine desire to delight customers and 
encourage our team to think beyond developing or selling 
product. Providing excellent customer outcomes is of 
utmost importance to us. To help you to achieve your 
desired results, we support you through a range of 
services, from initial specification and design advice from 
our highly skilled technical consultants, through to quality 
after sales support.

As an industry leader known for creating adaptable space 
solutions in the education and commercial spaces, Lotus 
products are designed to meet the needs of school designs 
and are the perfect solution to deliver a flexible and 
innovative learning environment.

SPECIFICATION  
AND DESIGN ADVICE 
Bring your envisioned design to life with 
our experienced Architectural and Technical 
Design Consultants. Lotus offers a design 
advice and specification review service to help 
you choose, specify and detail Lotus products 
in your projects. 

This technical design service is completely obligation 
free. It is an opportunity for us to work together on the 
design requirements of your project to enable the best 
possible solution for end-users of the space. Our Australian 
based Design and Product Development team also works 
in partnership with our Architectural Technical Design 
Consultants, so you can be confident when you work with 
Lotus that you will get the very best in technical and design 
advice.

All of our products are designed to be functional, fit for 
purpose and to look great architecturally. Throughout 
the entire product range, our products enable customers 
to beautifully adapt their built spaces, enabling them to 
maximise the use of the available floor space.

Our team will work with you to ensure that DDA compliance, 
RW ratings, acoustic requirements, and weather/thermal 
requirements are achieved.
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ADAPT  
Acoustic Internal Operable Walls and External Moving Wall Systems

OPERABLE WALLS – SOLID 
Lotus Operable Walls are designed to elegantly and efficiently divide your available space for a 
wide range of environments. From small classrooms to large gymnasiums, operable walls provide 
you with the flexibility to adapt your education space to the activities of the moment.

Operable Walls are available in three specifications, 80, 100 and 125 Series, to meet moderate to 
critical acoustic requirements.

OPERABLE WALLS (GLASS) - OPERA 
Opera combines the integrity and flexibility of a Lotus operable wall with the contemporary look 
of glass. It allows for flexible space layouts, light transfer, visually connected spaces and acoustic 
separation.

Opera Glass Walls are available in two specifications, 100 Series and 125 Series, designed for 
moderate to critical acoustic requirements.

GLAS-STAX 
Glas-Stax internal/external glass moving wall systems offer you a minimalist, bespoke 
architectural feature with sophisticated style. It is the ideal way to link internal and external areas 
and maximise space to open an area. Glas-Stax systems have been specifically developed for the 
Australian and New Zealand climates, and are designed to effortlessly stand up to the elements.

Glas-Stax internal/external glass moving wall systems are available in three specifications 
including frameless for elegant simplicity, 65 Series FineFrame for total layout flexibility, and 75 
Series FineFrame offering our trademark minimal slim frame profile and thicker glass or IGUs for 
enhanced acoustic and thermal performance. This product is weather tested by NATA laboratory 
and AS2047 certified (depending on stack configuration).

ADAPTABLE AND 
ACOUSTIC PRODUCT 
SOLUTIONS 
Lotus can support you with a range of products to make 
specification easy. As a market leader with a comprehensive 
range of Operable Walls and Acoustic Sliding Doors for 
educational spaces, we are sure to have a full solution that 
meets your requirements.

Our highly skilled and knowledgeable Architectural Design 
Consultants can help you find a product solution that  
will transform the way people learn.
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NEXT GENERATION GLAZED ACOUSTIC SLIDER WITH MARKET LEADING ACOUSTICS.

Lotus knows the importance of getting the acoustic balance correct within adaptable space environments,  
and the impact acoustics can have on the health and wellbeing of occupants.

The industry leading acoustic glazed slider is technically brilliant with up to 39Rw rating and boasts 30% 
improvement in the reduction of noise over our current nominal glazed sliders, verified in the CSIRO laboratory.

The ground-breaking Acoustic sliding door system minimises noise disturbance and transmission, separating 
large and small spaces in an elegant and acoustically effective way.

SABS MOTION™  
Our slider range now comes fitted with our 
latest product innovation SABS MOTION™. 
SABS MOTION™ is the next generation of 
Slider Automatic Braking System (SABS) 
for Acoustic Sliding Doors. SABS MOTION™ 
uses patent pending technology to provide 
smooth, safe, speed-controlled operation 
during closing while achieving an effortless 
operation when opening, all with a fully 
DDA compliant design. SABS MOTION™ can 
provide varying levels of braking resistance 
within a predefined range, meaning it can be 
tuned to meet the customers unique needs.

FIXED GLAZED PANELS 
Enjoy the benefit of one supplier providing 
an integrated solution for all fixed and 
sliding panels within a single opening. Lotus 
can provide an integrated Fixed Glazed 
Panel and Sliding Door system to provide a 
complete solution for the entire opening.

Within an educational building space, our 
Fixed Glazed Panels can be combined with 
a Sliding Door to form a functional divider 
between two spaces.

The Lotus SLIDE offer helps you create 
education spaces where students and 
teachers can truly learn and thrive.

 Lotus Doors LEARN Sector Story  |  06

ARCHITECT. SANTELLI ARCHITECTS

SLIDE - Fixed  
Glazed Panel

Glazed Acoustic Slider SL80+ Next Generation SL80G

Single Slider Acoustic Performance up to 39Rw up to 30Rw

Dual / Triple Slider Acoustic Performance up to 37Rw
up to 28Rw (Acoustic 

Opinion)

Braking System SABS Motion™ SABS (Original)

Handle Options
Customer Specified 
Handles Available

Lotus Standard 
Options Only

SLIDE  
Acoustic Sliding Door Systems

Our Acoustic Slider range was developed in conjunction with expert architects to meet the changing needs of 
open-learning classrooms, keeping safety, ease of use and great design front of mind.

We understand the importance of compliance to Disability Access Standards (AS1428) and can provide 
glazed Acoustic Sliders in large format up to 3.0m high by 3.6m wide and 2.5m high by 4.5m wide, and solid 
Acoustic Sliders 3.0m high by 3.6m wide, all of which meet DDA compliant opening forces (20N).

Lotus Acoustic Sliders are available in solid and glazed (laminated and toughened) finishes, helping to maximise 
light transfer whilst achieving inclusivity and visual connectivity. Also available in a range of configurations – one 
way, bi-parting, T-intersection and with certified Acoustic ratings ranging from Rw 29-43.



FOLD  
Folding Accordion Space Dividers 

For a simple and clean design, our Folding Accordion Space Dividers are  
easy-to-use and take up a minimal amount of space when stored off to the side  
of the opening.

Acoustically rated, they are suitable for commercial office and education environments 
with medium acoustic requirements. These elegant doors are available in a variety of 
neutral colours and woodgrains to suit any space.

ROTATE  
Rotating Panels to Create Flexible Spaces

Lotus Rotating Panel System provides innovation in flexible space and acoustic 
management, designed in response to Gray Puksand Architects’ requirements  
for creating flexible spaces in the Education environment.

FLOAT  
Non-connecting Agile Moving Panels

Lotus Floating Panels are designed to be the perfect room divider, functional screen 
or whiteboard collaborating tool to create sub-divisions in an open-plan space.

Incorporating solid panel faces such as drywipe boards, magnetic boards, laminate 
boards, veneer boards, pin boards, noise reduction boards or decorative acrylics, 
they can be manufactured to panel widths of 600-1200mm and heights of up to 3m 
with various head track options available. A run can comprise of as many panels as 
required in a range of track configurations.

Lotus Agile Floating Panels provide you with a bespoke collaborating tool to elegantly 
and efficiently adapt education spaces.

For more details, technical documentation  
and downloads visit our website  
www.lotusdoors.com.au
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EDUCATIONAL SPACE  
SOLUTIONS WE LOVE 
Lotus have a proven record for delivering outstanding and award-winning projects within the 
education sector. We love creating spaces where students can thrive. 

We are the trusted brand leader for adaptable and dynamic space solutions in Australia and New Zealand, offering you peace 
of mind and innovative products for your next project. Here are some projects we’ve loved working on.

BALLINA COAST HIGH SCHOOL > SEE PAGE 13

RICHMOND HIGH SCHOOL > SEE PAGE 09

SPRINGFIELD ANGLICAN COLLEGE > SEE PAGE 15

HALE JUNIOR SCHOOL > SEE PAGE 11
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RICHMOND HIGH SCHOOL
The award-winning Richmond High School in Victoria is 
celebrated as one of Australia’s first vertical State High 
Schools, following a $43 million makeover completed in 2019.

Two precincts were commissioned for Richmond High School during this 
monumental redevelopment (one sports, one academic). Lotus’ products were 
incorporated into the four-level academic building on Griffiths Street, Richmond. 
Inside this vertically designed structure, the utmost care was taken to create a 
distinct purpose for each of the separate levels, while also unifying the elements 
of each level.

The Richmond High School learning spaces have been crafted in a purposefully 
flexible design, promoting a range of activities and experiences to suit teaching 
staff and students’ diverse needs, as well as the wider community. 

Lotus proudly contributed to this highly functional, flexible and award-winning 
environment supporting students, teachers, and the wider community to use the 
space in a variety of ways for many years to come.

The solution comprised of a range of Lotus products including 41 Glazed and 
six Solid Sliders across all four building levels, providing visual privacy in some 
parts, and open lines of sight in others. This use of glass allowed natural light to 
transfer between spaces, and also encouraged inclusivity with visibility into the 
classrooms.

Along the ground level, 4 of our 75 Series FineFrame Glas-Stax walls were 
installed to allow the buildings façade to open up / close as required, while 
still maintaining the transfer of natural light inside and views to the outside. 
A 125 Series Operable Wall was used in the interior of the building, with a 52 
Rw acoustic rating to prevent noise transfer between spaces and minimises 
disruption. The higher acoustic rating was imperative for the Operable Wall  
as it divided the music room and performing arts space.

“ Inclusivity is a very important 
consideration in design. In the 
contemporary environment that 
means access to all spaces whether 
they’re internal or external. All of 
those spaces will be accessible to all 
people, and that includes community, 
not just students and teachers”  
 
-  RICHARD LEONARD,  

DIRECTOR OF HAYBALL ARCHITECTS.
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Here you’ll find our:

•  ADAPT - Four 75 Series FineFrame 
Glas-Stax enabling the buildings 
façade to open / close as required.

•  SLIDE - 41 Glazed and six Solid 
Sliders across four building levels, 
providing visual privacy in some 
parts and open lines of sight in 
others.

•  ADAPT - One 125 Series Operable 
Wall (with 52 Rw acoustic rating) to 
create an adaptable space solution 
between the music room and 
performing arts space.

“ The incredible new facilities have provided 
Richmond High School with the fresh direction 
we were looking for when we re-opened in 2018. 
The flexibility and adaptive nature of the academic 
precinct helps support our students, teachers, and 
wider community in a range of ways, and backs our 
school’s belief of embracing difference and diversity 
in its many forms.”  
 
- VICE PRINCIPAL OF RICHMOND HIGH SCHOOL, JAMES TAYLOR



HALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
The result of Hale Junior School is true sophisticated 
architectural design for flexible learning spaces of the future, 
as it was recognised by two Architecture Awards in Australia 
and the prestigious Global 2019 Shaw Design Category People’s 
Choice Award as one of the most uniquely impactful designs in 
the world.

Hale Junior School building was built in the 1960’s and while rich in history, the 
building itself did not provide the learning environment needed to match Hale 
School’s vision of ‘Prepare, Teach, and Connect.’ With over 300 students, the 
Junior school was committed to providing their staff an opportunity to develop 
teaching and learning activities that catered to being responsive to the individual 
boys’ needs, as well as the wider class. In order to meet the learning needs 
of students and deliver the teaching pedagogy, it was recognised that a more 
supportive physical learning environment would be required.

The focus of this project was to provide flexible and collaborative learning spaces 
for the needs of the students and the teaching process. With flexible and adaptive 
spaces being a core component of the project, SITE Architecture chose to work 
closely with Lotus, due to our extensive experience in the education space and the 
quality and suitability of our product range. 

Early design capabilities guaranteed the school received the learning environment 
they wanted for both student and teacher, plus ensuring the overall design was 
consistent with the innovative approach. In the spirit of open-learning classroom 
design twenty Glazed Acoustic Sliders were used in the classroom area to allow 
for easy transformation and connection, with a ‘T’ design feature connecting 
classrooms.

Lotus designed a unique three-way intersection cavity for the sliding doors which 
allowed for seamless function and the creation of a large distinctive flexible space. 
The easily operable sliding doors offered an acoustically tested, sound separation 
between the spaces, enabling students to learn independently of other adjoining 
learning areas.

Another feature is the large eight panel internal Glas-Stax FineFrame 75 Series 
moving wall, allowing for the full length of the classroom to open up into the 
hallway when required and when not, a single door provides entry. A remote 
stacking design was used for the storage of the wall when not in use. Remote 
stacking enabled single, individual hung panels to park in a dedicated spot.

“ It was great to work with the SITE 
Architecture team on the Hale 
Junior School,  Award winning 
project. A range of Lotus products 
were installed to create an open-
learning design, with flexible and 
collaborative spaces at the forefront. 
The innovative design allowed the 
learning environment to transform 
easily and seamlessly to meet the 
needs of students and the teaching 
process.”

-  GARY WARDLE, WA/SA SALES MANAGER. 

LOTUS DOORS  

Here you’ll find our:

•  SLIDE - 20 Glazed Acoustic Sliders 
were installed in the classroom area 
to allow for easy transformation and 
connection, with a ‘T’ design feature 
connecting classrooms.

•  ADAPT - Glas-Stax FineFrame 75 
Series (eight panel) moving wall was 
installed to enable the full length of 
the classroom to open up into the 
hallway when required.
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BALLINA COAST HIGH SCHOOL
With flexible learning spaces at the heart of the overall school 
design, the focus was to create leading-edge spaces where 
students can learn in the best surrounding environment - void 
of any distractions. This led to the need for classrooms to be 
acoustically sound to allow minimal outside noise to enter 
that would affect the learning and teaching process. As much 
as flexible learning is important, it is equally important for 
modern versatile teaching spaces. Adaptable, dynamic spaces 
where the teacher can move walls in order to create the best 
possible teaching and learning areas for their students - a new 
contemporary approach to school designs.

In January 2019, the construction of New South Wale’s (NSW) latest $50 million 
‘super school’ was complete, combining the former Ballina High and Southern 
Cross School into the brand-new Ballina Coast High School. The learning spaces 
in the project scope required flexible space configurations so educators could 
transform the space for a variety of uses, from individuals, small groups to 
whole class and school events. Lotus products were chosen to help the vision of 
providing adaptable spaces where students can not only perform but thrive.

Here you’ll find our:

•  ADAPT - 25 100 Series Opera Walls 
mostly used in the classrooms

•  SLIDE - 39 Acoustic Glass Sliders 
with a FineFrame. Many of these 
integrated different coloured glass 
panels to complement the bold and 
vibrant interior and exterior design 
elements of the rest of the school.

•  ADAPT - Two impressive eight metre 
Operable Tall Walls were used in 
the Indoor Sports Centre combined 
with integrated whiteboard panels to 
form a giant projector screen.
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SPRINGFIELD ANGLICAN COLLEGE
With adaptability at the core of the design, the products Lotus 
recommended for the space at Springfield Anglican College 
needed to allow for a high level of flexibility, with minimal 
sound transfer between spaces.

Today’s institutions aim to provide environments that inspire, stimulate and 
motivate the individual, catering to the unique needs of students. After reviewing 
Springfield Anglican College’s brief to design a multi-functional facility allowing 
students to learn and perform in a variety of ways, we knew our products were 
the right choice to help this vision come to life. We at Lotus make it our business 
to create spaces where people thrive. This is most important when designing 
environments for the next generation to learn.

Here you’ll find our:

•  ADAPT - Lotus 100 Series Opera 
were used as well as our Operable 
Walls with electric bottom seals. 
These Operable walls also featured 
inset acrylic whiteboards on some 
panels, further increasing their 
usability for a variety of tasks. (not 
pictured, see contents page)

•   SLIDE - Acoustic Sliding Doors were 
installed with clear toughened glass 
featuring decals and graphics.

“ A stimulating, comfortable and 
relaxing place, designed with many 
functions in mind, all of which are 
for the benefit of our students.”  
 
-  DARREN PITT, PRINCIPAL OF SPRINGFIELD ANGLICAN COLLEGE.
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Resources

1. Noise in the School Environment and Cognitive Performance in Elermentary 
School Children, Part B – Cognitive Psychological Studies, Maria Klatte and 
Marlis Wegner and Jürgen Hellbrück, http://webistem.com/acoustics2008/
acoustics2008/cd1/data/fa2005-budapest/paper/682-0.pdf

2. Australian Acoustics Society, inter.noise 2014, New generation learning 
environments: creating good acoustic environments - policy to implementation, 
https://www.acoustics.asn.au/conference_proceedings/INTERNOISE2014/
papers/p89.pdf

3. Association of Australasian Acoustical Consultants Guideline for Educational 
Facilities v2.0, January 2018 - https://aaac.org.au/resources/Documents/Public/
Educational%20Facilities%20Acoustics%20V2.0.pdf

4. Victorian School Building Authority, BUILDING QUALITY STANDARDS 
HANDBOOK - https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/
infrastructure/vsba-building-quality-handbook.pdf

For further project inspiration, 
please visit our website  

www.lotusdoors.com.au
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For further project inspiration please 
visit lotusdoors.com.au 

AUSTRALIAN HEAD OFFICE 
Lotus Folding Walls & Doors Pty Ltd
20 National Drive
Dandenong South VIC 3175

Ph: (03) 9771 8255
www.lotusdoors.com.au

NEW ZEALAND 
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
Lotus Doors New Zealand Ltd
1C/89 Ellice Rd
Wairau Valley, Auckland 0620
New Zealand

Phone: +64 27 537 8200
www.lotusdoors.co.nz

GET IN TOUCH

ADAPT - 125 Series  
Operable Wall
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