PROJECT:

RESEARCH PRIMARY
SCHOOL – AWARD WINNING
EDUCATION DESIGN
Research Primary School was established
in 1889 and is located in semi-rural
surroundings on the north-east outskirts
of Melbourne. Kennedy Nolan Architects
were engaged to provide design consultant
services for the modernisation of the school,
with a brief to create an impactful design
to ensure a sense of positive and exciting
change. Creating urban identity and a unified
campus were key elements of consideration,
with Research Primary School deservedly
winning the 2021 Victorian Award for
Educational Architecture.

ARCHITECT
Kennedy Nolan
BUILDER
Newpol Constructions
LOCATION
Melbourne, Australia
PRODUCT
100 Series Operable Wall, 53
RW, and DDA Compliant Glazed
Acoustic Slider

THE SPACE
Situated on a steeply sloping treed site, with buildings
no longer fit for purpose there were significant
challenges for the Architect to overcome in the
modernisation of Research Primary. The project
involved the demolition of numerous buildings which
allowed for the creation of a central tiered gathering
and play area, universal access and improved
wayfinding, enhanced safety and the visual connection
of spaces, a theme close to our hearts at Lotus.
A new Junior School building at the front of the school
enhances the street presence and sense of arrival,
with this sense of impact enduring throughout the
school due to the considered specification of striking
interior design elements. The Junior School provides
a flexible learning environment that supports both
projects based and outdoor learning for students and
teachers. Lotus products enhance this sense of visual
connectivity, flexibility and impact with beautiful and
adaptable design elements in bold colours.
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The adjacent classroom block was also refurbished to
create a new Administration and Art Centre providing
improved facilities for staff, meeting spaces, and
increased flexibility with strong connection to the
environment.

THE SOLUTION
The innovative school design has flexibility infused
in every aspect, with a Lotus’ 100 Series Acoustic
Operable Wall and a Glazed Acoustic Slider
incorporated to bring this adaptive vision to life.

The Operable Wall has been installed
between learning areas to provide interclass teaching or larger group projects
when required.

The Operable Wall is finished in Autex Composition
in red tones to enhance the other colour blocked
elements within the space, and to complement
the impactful Architectural design. The tired old
classrooms and facilities within the Research
Primary School have been transformed into
beautifully crafted modern learning environments,
where students and staff will thrive.
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